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had assumed a great responsibility", he wroto in his
memoirs. " From a military point of view his journey was
justified, for Russia had to be laid low. But our (Jovcrn-
ment should have seen to it that wo also we.ro not involved
in her fall." * Later, in an article, written for a military
journal, he was even more explicit: " In sending Lenin, t.Iio
Chancellor promised us more rapid development of the
Russian Revolution and an increase in the. desire for peace
which was already noticeable, in the Russian army and
navy. Headquarters considered that in this way the
defences of the army would bo weakened. No one at
Headquarters knew who gave the Chancellor his idea of
sending Lenin. The Chancellor himself scarcely knew his
name; but nevertheless events proved that, our acceptance
of the Chancellor's proposals was justified." 2

If conditions of government in Germany at the moment
be considered, this meek acceptance by the. Supreme,
Command of the Chancellor's view on so important a
subject is entertaining. Hindenburg and LudendoHT held
Bethmann Hollweg in that fcuprome contempt which the
Prussian military caste reserved for the. civilian politician.
A few weeks before, they had forced acceptance, by tho
Kaiser of unrestricted U-boat warfare over the objections
of the Chancellor. Within three months they were to
engineer his dismissal from office and tho appointment of
their own creature, Michaelis. They, and not he or the
Emperor, were the final arbiters of German destinies, and
on them rests the onus for this historic step.

The die was cast. Instructions went forth to the German
Legation in Berne to respond amicably to Fritz Platten's
advances. As a result, on April 4 a most remarkable
"treaty" was drawn up between the Empire of the
Hohenzollerns and the editorial staff of a Swiss revolu-
tionary paper. Lenin, in preliminary conversations with

1 Ludendorff, ii. 510.
2 Militar Woche.nblatt9 No. 35, (Bodin, February 20, 1021).